His 161 World History to 1500

Chapter 5: The Dawn of Empires

The Greek City-States

10/21/03

Intro: 
Darius encountered a new form of political organization   
as he expanded his empire into Anatolia and Europe

I. Greek City-States: Reality and Image

A.  SOURCE: Homer and the value system of Ancient Greece – the Iliad and the Odyssey

i. Mythhistory of Greek city-states.

ii. Recited as early as 1200 BCE.

iii. Based upon historical events.

iv. Minoans and Mycenaeans, the earliest city-

states of the Aegean (see Focus p. 138-9).

· Minoans c. 3000 – 1450 BCE

· Myceneans c. 1750 – 1150 BCE

v. Arete, human excellence 
· bravery in battle was a major theme. 
     (Illiad)

· excellence in love. (Odysseus)
B. The polis: origin and nature of the Greek city state

i. Polis were small Greek city-states based upon a single city and the agricultural land to support it.  The largest had 40,000.

Polis components:

· Acropolis

· City

· Agricultural land

ii. Geography and topography limited the size 

of the polis.

iii. When city-states developed too large of a

 population, they est. colonies.  Most of the 

Greek cities in Ionia were colonies.

iv. City-states were united culturally by 

language, mythhistory, and events like the 

Olympics. (est. 776 BCE)

v. Each polis governed by an assembly of free, 

adult, male citizens.  These assemblies:

· passed laws

· judged criminal and civil cases

· provided administrative officers

· divided into demes or political

     neighborhoods.  (geographical identity

     vs. kinship)

· voted for or against war AND served as 

    hoplites if they did go to war.

II. The Persian Wars

A. The rise of Athens and the origins of the Persian Wars

i. SOURCE: Herodotus (c. 485 – 420 BCE) Describes Darius’ preparations for war against Greece.

ii. Ionian Revolt: Greeks in Ionia request aid from Athens and Sparta against the Persians c. 498 BCE.

iii. Sardis, the Persian satrapal capital in Anatolia is destroyed.

iv. Athenians, Eretrians and flee home after defeat on the coast.

v. Darius swears revenge upon Athens and Eretria.

vi. Stage set: huge centralized Persian empire vs. independent Greek city-states. 

vii. Marathon 490 BCE: 10,000 Athenians and Plataeans vs. 20,000 Persians.

· Result:  6400 Persian casualties vs. 

     192 Greeks.

· Persians reboarded their ships and 

     sailed towards Athens.

· Pheidippides ran 26 miles to Athens 

     to warn them and died.

viii. Xerxes assumes Persian throne 486 BCE

ix. Thermopylae, Salamis, Plataea, c. 480 BCE – 470 BCE

· Persia never again attacked 

     mainland Greece.

x. Lessons?

· Persians demonstrated the tendency 

     of imperial powers to overextend 

     their powers.

· Greeks demonstrated the virtues of 

     small local units of society and the 

     resilience of popular, democratic

     forms of government.

III. Athens: from city-state to mini-empire

A. Athenian democracy: historical background 

i. Cleisthenes c. 570-500 BCE

· Registered citizens in demes
· 10 electoral units trittites
· All male citizens (10,000) were 

    expected to attend the assembly.

· Council of 500 boule set the agenda 

    for the assembly.

· Officials were elected by lot 

     annually.  Generals, archons,

     priests, secretaries.

· Ostracism
B. Architecture, design, the arts, philosophy and drama

i. Greek victory over the Persians was a source 

of immense pride.  Post Persian War era 

was:

· Beginning of Greek Classical period.

· High point in architectural design

a. Parthenon

b. Acropolis

· Philosophy:  Socrates, Plato, Aristotle

· Drama: refinement of tragedy and  

     comedy.  Aeschylus, Sophocles, 

     Euripides, Aristophanes.

C. The Limits of City-State Democracy:  How do we know? What do we know?

i. Art and literature and primary sources.

a. Citizenship and political participation in 

     ancient Athens.

· Male citizens were expected to participate 

     in the activities of the state and to serve 

     the state.  Women were excluded.

b. Gender and democracy: was classical 

    Athens a “phallocracy”?

· Women were sequestered.  Female role 

     was relegated to reproduction. 

     Monuments were established depicting 

     male genitalia.  State sponsored

     whorehouses.  Athenian society was 

     misogynistic and militaristic.

· Evidence in Greek art.

· Plato recognized prejudices against 

    women in his Republic.

· Aristotle confirmed Plato but was not 

    convinced that women were equal.

IV. Athens becomes an imperial power: Sparta and the Peloponnesian War

A. Athens and the Delian League

· Athens took leadership of an anti-Persian

    alliance

· Adopted the tribute list of Persia

· Est. a treasury on Delos

· Membership was voluntary in 479 BC

· 470 BCE Naxos withdrew and Athens 

    destroyed it.

· Removed the treasury to Athens 454 BCE

· Used the money to build Parthenon and 

     other projects and expand the fleet

· Began to assimilate Sparta’s allies 

    (Peloponnesian League)

B. Sparta declared war 432 BCE

· Very destructive series of campaigns 

     weakened Athens and Sparta

· 404 BCE, Sparta with Persian funding, 

    defeated Athens

C. 404 – 338 BCE

· Greek city-states fought each other for 

     hegemony.

· Sparta

· Corinth

· Thebes

V. The Empire of Alexander the Great

A. The rise of Macedonia

· Philip II assumed throne with the support 

    of the army 359 BCE.

· Philip’s goals:  unify Greece, liberate 

    Greeks in Asia Minor

· Developed Macedonian military power

· c. 359 Macedonia controlled the Balkans 

    from the Danube to Aegean, and from the 

 



    Adriatic to the Black Sea

· Settled Macedonian soldiers

· Employed locals in administration

· Defeated an Athenian led coalition at 

    Chaeronea in 338 BCE

· Philip assassinated 338 BCE

B. Alexander III

· Benevolent despot

· Demonstrated power (Thebes)

· Crossed into Asia 334 BCE

C. The campaigns of Alexander

· Granicus  334 BCE

· Issus 333 BCE

· Tyre 333 BCE

· Egypt

· Gaugamela 331 BCE

· Respected local religions and hierarchies, 

     maintained local tax rates

· Assumed title of Great King (Persian)

· India, 322 BCE

· Died Babylon 323 BCE

· The successors

Ptolemaic Egypt

Seleucid Asia

Macedonia

4. The legacy of Alexander: the Hellenistic ecumene (world)

· The Ruling elite adopted Greek language 

     and culture

· Koine = language of educated people

· Hellenic culture was influenced by local 

     cultures = Hellenistic culture

· Built system of roads, canals, and cities

Alexandria

Ai Khanoum

· Unified urban culture spread throughout 

     the Hellenistic world

· Governmental institutions remained but

     with the addition of Hellenistic 

     architecture:  temples, acropolis, theaters, 

     agora, gymnasia, and stadia.

· Trade and culture interchanged from 

     Indus to British Isles

VI. Empire Building: What Difference Does It Make?

A. Empires

· Erected central capital cities

· Administered governments locally

· Est. uniform languages, coinage, and 

     legal systems

· Built roads and communication systems

· Est. ideologies

· Developed art and architecture

· Built armies to coerce other nations

· Reached limit of capacity to conquer and 

     administer additional people and nations

