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I. What are Empires and why are they important?

A. The meaning of empire

1. Characteristics of empires

i. The extension of political rule by one 

people over other people.

ii. Associated with vast administrative systems.

iii. Heterogeneous cultures 

iv. Images ?

2. Hegemony and dominance

i. Hegemony: the subjects willingly accept the ruling regime or state.  It provides benefits to the ruled.

ii.
Dominance: government control imposed through military force.

3. Benefits, burdens and resistance

i.
Benefits:  peace, prosperity, trade.

ii.
Burdens:  taxation, coercion, loss political autonomy.

ii. Resistance: common among empires

 who dominate others.

4. Causes of the decline and fall of empires

i. Failure of leadership.  Incapable leaders.

ii. Overextension of administration.

iii. Collapse of the economy.

iv. Doubts over ideology.

v. Military defeat by external or internal forces.

II. The Earliest Empires

A. Mesopotamia and the “Fertile Crescent”

1. Earliest power centers were independent city-states

2. Sargon of Akkad (c.2334-2279 BCE)

i. Lead a Semitic group into Sumer from Arabia.

ii.
Settled in northern Sumer and called the 

region Akkad.

iii.
Lead his people to victory over the Elamites, 

Sumerians, and Mesopotamians. 




iv.
Founded an empire which  stretched from 





Mediterranean to the Persian Gulf.

3. Akkadian Empire

i. Administrative tablets, found as far west as Susa.

ii.
Replaced rulers of defeated cities with his 

own administrators, “the sons of Akkad”.

ii. Akkadian language became the official language in Sumerian documents.

iii. Measurements were standardized.

iv. Sargon imposed his own imagery and ideology of empire.

4. Babylonian empires: Hammurabi 

i. Amorites, another Semitic group, conquered 

the area and established Babylon as the capital c. 1900 BCE. 

ii. Hammurabi was the 6th ruler.

· Noted for his law codes

· Skilled military leader, defeated 

    Sumerians, created an empire which 

    stretched from the Persian Gulf to

    Syria.

· Est. an empire that lasted until 

    c.1500 BCE

5. 1500 BCE to 700 BCE

i. Rival empires competed for dominance in the region.  

· Hittites

· Assyrians

· Mitannis

· Babylonians

· Israelites

ii. City-states internecine warfare made the area weak and vulnerable.

· Area was repeatedly attacked and 

    absorbed into powerful empires.

· Forced to expend resources on 

     military technology and 

     organization.

B. Egypt and international conquest

1. Imperial development different than the 

Mesopotamian model.

i. Egypt was geographically isolated.

ii. Egypt had developed a unified state fairly early.

2. Egyptian unity

i. Encouraged by geography

ii. Depicted in images of the pharaoh’s crowns:

· white crown w/ vulture = 

    dominance over upper Nile

· red crown w/ cobra = conquest of 

    Lower Nile/Delta.

iii. There were fractures but from 3000 BCE to 

the present, Egypt has remained a single political unit.

iv. Heterogeneous population created a

         common national stock which led to unity.

3. The Middle Kingdom (c.2000-1750 BCE) and the conquest of Nubia

i. Egypt began to encroach upon Nubian territory to the south (900 miles south)

ii. Est. border at the 1st cataract, Aswan

iii. By 1050 BCE, had absorbed central Nubia.

· minerals

· gold

· wood

· manpower

iv. Historical records indicate continued 

military and political rivalry between the 

two kingdoms. (712-657 BCE) Nubia ruled 

Egypt.

4. The New Kingdom (1550-1050 BCE) and expansion into Syria

i. Pursued imperial ventures along trade routes 

into the Levant.

ii. Occupied Palestine and Syria.

iii.
Ramses II clashed with the Hittites at 

    Qadesh in 1285 BCE.

iii. Thutmosis I (c.1504-1492 BCE) extended 

Egyptian control north to the Euphrates and 

south to the 4th cataract.  Greatest extension 

of Egyptian empire.

iv. Egyptian imperial power began to 

experience serious resistance.

· Hittites

· Babylonians

· Mitannis

v. Egyptian military technology lagged.

vi.
c. 1200 BCE Egypt began to suffer defeats 

     and declined.

C. The Assyrians

1. Descendents of the Akkadians

i. Emerged as an independent state in 2000 

BCE.

ii. Gained prosperity as traders

iii.
Conquered by the Mitanni and later 

    Aramaeans. 

2. C.900 BCE Began a series of conquests

i. Est. an empire based in Mesopotamia.

ii. Developed the most advanced military technology.

3. Assyrian Empire

i. Deported conquered nations away from their 

homelands.  Example: 10 “lost” tribes of 

Israel.

ii. Settled loyalists in conquered territories.

iii. The last Assyrian king, Ashurbanipal (669-626 BCE) est. a large library at Nineveh.  20,000 tablets have survived.

iv. King Esarhaddon conquered Egypt c. 671 BCE.  Made Assyria the largest empire.

v. Internal struggles lead to the empire’s decline

· Babylonians

· Aramaeans

· Medes

· Scythians

vi.
Nineveh fell c. 612 BC.

D. Egypt under occupation

